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Toyota Carina 2.0GLi Executive Liftback

HE SIERRA-SIZED CARINA SLOTS IN

between Toyota’s top saloon, the Camry. and the

lower-medium sector Corollas. These occupy the
middle ground among a versatile range, which includes
the supermini Starlet and racy Corolla GTi at one end.
and chunky off-roaders, exotic mid-engined two-seaters.
the butch Supra Turbo and. now. the futuristic-looking
Previa people-carrier at the other.

The current Carina II shape dates from March 1988.
but despite being Toyota’s second best-selling car (after
the Corolla), voluntary import restrictions, together with
numerous model changes since its 1971 introduction.
have combined to deny it both a strong identity and a
significant presence on our roads.

That could all change before long. though. as the
next-generation Carina is destined to be the first model
to roll out from Toyota’s brand new, multi-million pound
European assembly plant, currently under construction
at Burnaston, near Derby.

At present, however, the current Carina comes as a
four-door saloon or a five-door Liftback (in XL or GL
trim), or as a five-door XL estate. all powered by a 16-
valve, 1.6-litre carburettored engine producing 94bhp.

Having previously sampled the 1.6-litre power unit.
we chose the only 2-litre model on offer — the 2.0GLi
Executive — which sports top-level trim and equipment

plus a 126bhp. fuel-injected. multi-valve engine. This
comes only in five-door Liftback form.

Distinguished externally by its colour-matched rear
spoiler, alloy wheels (wearing wider, low-profile tyres)
and headlamp pressure washers., the GLi also adds
electric windows all round. central locking, a leather-
trimmed steering wheel and anti-lock brakes to the
existing inventory. This already provides an electrically
operated tilt-and-slide glass sunroof, power steering
with tilt-adjustable wheel. and a four-speaker stereo
radio/cassette player.

At the wheel

It's funny how different versions of the same model can
leave you with such contrasting impressions. Thanks to
some 30 per cent greater power and torque than for the
1.6 model. the 2.0GLi is, naturally, a swifter performer.
Maximum speed is up from 108 to 122mph. while the
time for the 30—70mph dash through the gears is
slashed from 12.3 to 9.4sec. and it also manages to
impart a good deal more appeal to the driver.

The impressive power unit obviously helps: it
thrives on high revs. yet is also far from lacking in
part-throttle, mid-range response. It's also uncannily
tolerant of trundling along in traffic at under 1000rpm.
apart from some slight jerkiness whenever the throttle is




re-applied or the overrun fuel cut-off is overridden.

Indeed, the GLi Executive has something of a Jekyll
and Hyde character: well able to satisfy one’s boy-racer
instincts, but also commendably smooth, hushed and
civilised whenever gentle progress is more appropriate.

On all but the smoothest of surfaces, the ride tends to
be jiggly, but this apart, the Carina has a compliant and
generally well-controlled gait. The levels of mechanical
and wind noise are low, too, although these tend to ac-
centuate a degree of road-rumble over coarser surfaces.

The driving position suits a wide variety of shapes
and sizes, thanks to a tilt-adjustable steering wheel,
height-adjustable (at the rear) cushion and adjustable
lumbar support to fine-tune comfort at the wheel. The
last two could usefully provide a shade more
adjustment, however.

As you might expect of a Japanese car, all the
controls work with well-oiled precision, complemented
by large, clear (and more accurate than most)
instruments in front of the driver.

Featherlight power steering gives the driver an easy
time at the wheel and, with three turns between locks,
it’s nicely direct on the road. It provides little real ‘feel’
of the surface, however.

Aided by wider, squatter footwear, the GLi clings on
fairly well in the dry, with the front-end running
progressively wider if pushed to the limit. Wet roads
call for rather more caution, though, to avoid
wheelspinning starts at junctions, while lifting-off
midway through a slippery bend can have the back end
trying to overtake the front.

Wet or dry, the GLi’s all-disc brakes are well up to
their task. They have a progressive, well-weighted
response and the benefit of a standard-fit anti-lock
system, which provides optimum braking without the
risk of lock-up, whatever the conditions.

Inside story

You won't find air-conditioning, a trip computer or any
wood veneer in the GLi’s cabin, but pretty much
everything else you could wish for is there.

There’s a useful selection of places to store cassette
tapes, sunglasses and the like, and, although the door
boxes are quite slim, there’s a handy pull-out oddments
tray under each front seat.

The heating and ventilation system doesn’t stretch to
automatic temperature regulation and its push-button
distribution control dictates strictly either/or options.
But, despite this, it copes with a wide range of needs
and, unlike many systems, it can successfully provide a
warm feet/cool face happy medium. There are no
separate ducts to the rear footwells, however.

While it may not be the roomiest car in its class, the
Carina still provides ample comfort and space for four
to five adults, although kneeroom for those in the back
could be a little more generous.

The back seat (and cushion) split in 60/40 fashion,
with the upturned cushion forming a safety barrier
against unruly loads; there’s also a folding centre
armrest. The seats themselves are trimmed in luxurious
velour, although their dark colour gives the interior a

rather sombre air. They also show every little speck of
dirt and are hard work to valet.

Even with the back seats in place, the Carina boasts
a generous boot, with a flat load floor, minimal
wheelarch intrusion and a reasonably low sill. The
tailgate sports the expected remote-control release
trigger (there’s one for the fuel flap, as well) alongside
the driver’s seat, and the seatback and tailgate releases
can be isolated from the rest of the car, to protect the
boot contents from unwarranted attention.

Living with the GLi

Being quicker than 1.6 models, the 2.0GLi is almost
bound to be thirstier, too. Even so, it’s not too far
behind, and our 35!/2mpg overall figure means that the
car has an impressive blend of performance and
economy. Among our selected rivals, however, the
Cavalier SRi is faster and just as frugal.

The Carina has a generous tank capacity, allowing
nearly 400 miles between refills, but trickling the last
five litres or so into the tank is a time-consuming affair
and, as before, we found the low fuel-level Jamp rather
too eager to flash its warning.

Under the bonnet, it all looks rather crowded and
daunting for the ‘front garden’ mechanic, although the
items that need regular attention are all reasonably
accessible.

Thanks to a common reservoir there’s only one
windscreen washer bottle to fill and, in addition to a
low fluid-level warning lamp, the rear washer,
helpfully, runs out before the front one. However, the
headlamp pressure washers operate irrespective of
whether the lights are switched on or not; consequently
they can make heavy demands on the reservoir — thirsty
isn’t the word!

Toyota’s reliability record is the envy of most motor
makers ~ our test car was certainly well screwed
together. In addition to a three-year paint defect
warranty and the usual six-year cover against perfora-
tion, the three-year/60,000-mile mechanical warranty is,
if not unbeaten, certainly more generous than most.

VERDICT

‘More reassuring than exciting, with a considerate
but lacklustre way of going about things’, was our
view of the 1.6 Carina.

It costs rather more, admittedly, but the 2.0GLi
has a much-improved game, with enhanced per-
formance, still-reasonable fuel economy and better
equipment. It’s generally more able and willing to
involve the driver in proceedings, too.

This Carina possesses one of Toyota’s better
multi-valve engines — it’s lively and spirited when
you want it to be, yet it’s far from flat-footed and is
eminently forgiving lower down.

As we said earlier, it’s funny what a few more
cubic centimetres and some extra ‘goodies’ can do
for a car, and yet in this form the Carina is an al-
together more rewarding and enjoyable car.

We await the arrival of its British-built successor
with interest.




ullp Je j8s Jess s 1abuassed syl pue wooiba| ul6g Ie }8s jeas )
S,JOAIIP 8Y} PUIYSQ JUBWSINSESLW UBSW 8Y] SIUGSaIdal [eo1dA |, ¢uel parosjoid 19A0281 0} oousL1dXe uoye)s bujy pue due) Dulsemabnes o paseq
13|l paplaiys . sdojs jo Jaquiny YN S8jw 08E/SaN| 61 (2bueljue) dNsiieay
(abuy ayebyre) 0y) woosaauy 19n4
v/-0€ : : 14
/e 1bIay peo py 1,62 seal leodhl 4 <papped AluBnosoy) P ¢/, G€ jiesano 6dw jeaydA)
1ou8u| 1YV VN ¢/,6€ speol jeins — BulAlp 8jlusy)
wooibs| «
19 yibua) peo q ?/,6€ Jeas jeoidh F_ 3 || [A] crooue - seas %/,9¢ speos paxiw ‘Buiaup ysug
l\ﬂ £BAR0BYD U0y 2SN 919A8S ce /€ Buisinio ydwp/ — Aemiojop
v/692/%/c8 (1@Inos18uUl) 0125 (siseiune usamiaq) H SWIE29! PEOH 190V 2,62 squngns ay) ut skauinol woys
euere WwbiayY (IS Y ¢ yipim Jess yoeg g X | éiueronuoo ' ! !
rl\a $BAIJ0BYS — SIedl 8sn JUeJSuod gz /8¢ oyjesn Areay ‘Buiaup preH
g1 weey peol p | 2 ge woospeay seay 9 || [ A ¢iusiusnuoo BYy Bdw abuel [eWIoN
¢ BAIDBYS — JUol) -
A : : v A sieqieas 1591 40 " papes|un aueloo0 G6 :SISa} 10) apelb jeng
Xew - upw Xew - ujw o Hels Iy
AISHBE| ooy peor y | 2V EE woosbe  woig g || [A] #UEeIse opes NOILLdWNSNOD 13nd
1\4 $LOY8 8|qIsuss (q1) dois %G
_N.l ¢Inpemod 10} papaau peoj |epad "4 Z uolEI18[9008 158 J0)
7154 yibua| peo1 B |z/,gc-2/,,8| WooIpESY UOI Y\ soyeig (obueyo || ydw pig
) ou moys sexelq [eap|) ‘Buniel 3LNNIW
(sawou) gpysu) | [x] ¢peo oo sgn o0 so1om 10 05N oo ot A&mm A&a A 0009  Ppug A H3d
og9z | (1enyjo1ing) @i upybrom qaay ST >:.w - S 159} ape4 e e uis uy s1 SA3Y
|
1511 199y 1es S ¢ 8 spoads wnuwixep
PIoj J,uop siomw
“BUIPPHIS 818 S|9BUM DY) ‘'USY0IQ S3W008q SAIND 8 UBYM By I I
7 00} aie Asy) ‘MOIaq S, ji ‘AABBY 00} Ble SOYEI] B} ‘@A0qE S J| ‘ydesb Am.m\m. Lt Am. /1201 SIONVH
- SIY) JO BUOZ papeYS Byl UIYIM [[B} pinoys aand Buielq ay) Ajjesp) a33ads
A (B0 = %001 81) AuAeIb Jo abejuaniad e se umoys Aousioye Bupielg e 119 HLY/HLS
P LU0 6£/901
- 0ZL OLL O0L 06 08 0L 09 OS OF oOf
H a GIEL ! : _2 . 0z oL 09 ols (1] oe ydw oz
o » « u (%) Aouaiiye o _
l ® . . : 6°€ Hv3o
< Q| 0¢ . 9’1l Aw L A
[/ 2 gl A HLb NI
o
o I ] I
Q- oy
YighLh > G 612 6'G!H AE: AN | yvao
2 HLS NI
_At‘v /66— 0s I ] I
. SHY3Io
_ : 9 A@m A@ F
A A oo || N\"® AN 3HL
H HONOHHL
r 3 Buiom Sgv oL 0lo ols oly oc| udw
: ; t- 1 0L
,, W o) VN @jeiqpuey Joj yuajpesb xey
\ %9¢ Ajuo ajeiqpueH o v'6 26 1HVILS
Y__ O (- L el 9w v/, ydwg-0 ydwpg-0 ONIAONVLS|
(ssuou) suoIsuawiqg Bupfeiq 1aye speoj [epad moH SIRRIG spuodss Ul swil UONRIJIIY

SIN3INW3IHNSVIN AL3dVS JONVINHO4H3d




tighten its line with no difficulty if
you put on a bit more lock halfway
round — of course, our test car’s
£350 alloy wheels with wider tyres
may be significant here.

The brakes are less reassuring,
however. The initial pedal response
and servo assistance are just about
ideal, but the ‘feel’ of the pedal
action 1s slightly disconcerting and
the susceptibility to fade under
repeated use puts pedal effort most
definitely on the wrong side of
acceptable. We also found that the
ABS option gave a worrying loss
of handbrake efficiency: in this
case, rear discs are used in place
of drums. The lever is better
positioned than on the Tipo.
however.

Injury prevention

Our only complaint inside is that,
in a side impact, one’s head could
make injurious, painful contact
with the shoulder adjuster for the
front seatbelts. The belts (and head
restraints all round on the SX),
prove effective and convenient —
except for the inevitable
impediment to vision that the
restraints impose.

Security

Of course, the trouble with having
folding back seats on a saloon is
that, with tilt levers on view inside.
there’s less security for boot
contents; it’s a straight trade-off
between thiefproofing and
convenient adaptability. You can
override the central locking and
keep the boot lid locked all the
time, however, and there’s a
second key that can be used in
hotels and garages that won’t open
it, either — which seems a

bit pointless in the circumstances.

The petrol cap has to be locked
separately — it’s not covered by
the central locking system.

///lona{ /MNatters

Value for money

We think the Tempra is attractive
because the standard cars are very
well specified — even radio/cassette
players are now back on the list for
the Tipo and Tempra. The SX
tested here is cheaper than most
rivals with a similar inventory, and
the interior trim manages to instil
an aura of higher quality than the
worthy but unimaginatively styled
Tipo.

Servicing and warranty
Underbonnet access is very good
and everything looks neat and
smart — so 1t’s a pity that the
engine isn’t better guarded from
road spray. The standard 12-
months’ (unlimited-mileage)
mechanical warranty is
augmented by a six-year anti-
perforation cover, which doesn’t
cost the owner anything, provided
annual checks are carried out by a
Fiat dealer at the same time as a
major (21/2 hour) service. There’s
also a three-year surface paint
warranty, introduced with the
launch of the Tempra, plus of
course, a year's AA membership
and breakdown cover.

Fuel economy

By today’s standards. 35mpg is
strictly mediocre, as a perusal of
our rivals comparison table will
confirm. But then, Fiat’s choice of
low gearing makes this mediocrity
almost inevitable. In the

compromise between reasonable
acceleration and respectable
economy, Fiat has come down on
the side of performance. Still, a
generous tank and a reliable
low-level lamp notch up a more
than respectable range between
forecourt visits. Filling is easy to
nearly brim full.

D wrability

Build quality

It’s under this heading that we feel
most ambivalent towards the
Tempra. The good news is that its
body design and specification, with
extensive use of galvanizing, are
most promising for an extended,
rust-resistant life — something that
has thwarted the success of too
many Fiats in the past. (It’s
interesting to note that a spin-off
benefit is that the Tempra is not
afflicted by the sickly-sweet smell
of rustproofing wax, either.) The
exterior coachwork does include
paint on the bumper shields (not
very serviceable), but is sensibly
free of brightwork, and even the
rear wings are easy to replace
without welding.

The bad news is that yet again
we experienced too many
‘gremlins’ in our test car’s 1000
miles with us. As on other recent
Fiat tests, we found ourselves
relieved that we didn’t have to
persevere and try (in this instance)
to eradicate rattles, a tacho
malfunction, noisy brakes, a
jamming heater slide and a brake
lamp that spent some days
working, others not. On one trip
a serious misfire also developed,
but after 25 miles it departed as
mysteriously as it arrived.

HOW IT Engine Max 30-70mph 30-70mph  Fuel Brakes Maximum Typical leg/  Steering Overall
cap/power  speed through in 5th/4th overall  best stop legroom - kneeroom -  turns/ length
COMPARES (cobhp)  (mph)  gears(sec)  gears(sec) (mpg)  (%glb)  front(im) rear (in) circle (ft)  (in)
Fiat Tempra 1.6SX 1581/86 110 13.7 24.7/19.2 35 90/60 41' 40/28%4 3/35'2(p) 1712
Vauxhall Cavalier 1.6GL (saloon) 1598/82 105 12.6 31.4/21.1 40 102/50 42 39/29 4.1/344 174172
Rover Montego 1.6SLX 1598/86 104 137 38.0/23.4 332 92/38 42 40'/2/28' > 4.2/35'2 176
Toyota Carina 1.6GL (5-door) 1587/94 108 12.3 253/19.7 38! 92/35 42 381/2/27 3.2/35'2(p) 175
Peugeot 405 1.6GR 1580/92 110 11.9 27.0/18.7  36'%: 99/55 42'/s 39/30'/2 3.1/341/2(p) 1732
Renault 21 1.7GTS (saloon) 1721/92 114 11.8 30.2/20.0 34 NA 412 391/2/29 3.2/34'2(p) 1784

(p) = power-assisted
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HOW IT Engine Max 30-70mph ?0-701/11ph Fuel Brakes Maximum Typical leg/  Steering * Overall
COMPARES e et pears et (mpe) (gl ot (m) e ety Gmy
Toyota Carina 2.0GLi Liftback 1998/126 122 9.4 21.9/15.8 352 101/55% 42 39'/2/29Ys  3.0/36 174%4
Fiat Croma 2.0ie Super (5-door) 1995/117 121 10.8 30.6/22.6 342 97/45*  4li) 39'//29%s  3.3/36 177
Peugeot 405 1.9GTX (4-door) 1905/125 119 10.1 25.0/16.9 342 104/27* 42'/s 38%4/30'2  3.1/341)2 17312
Saab 9000 2.0i (5-door) 1985/130 118 10.2 26.0/18.0 32 106/45 42 4114/30%2  3.3/37 182

Vauxhall Cavalier 2.0SRi (5 door) 1998/128 127 8.7 21.3/14.7 352 93/32 42

3834283 3.5/34'/> 1711/

* with ABS + all power-assisted

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 4 in line;
water-cooled. 86.0mm bore x 86.0mm stroke = 1998cc.
Iron block and aluminium alloy head; 5 main bearings
Compression ratio 9.8:1

Valve gear twin overhead camshafts (belt-driven inlet;
exhaust skew-gear driven from inlet) actuating 4 valves
per cylinder via shim-adjusted bucket tappets

Fuel system Toyota/Nippon Denso electronic multi-point
fuel injection. 60-litre (131/4-gallon) tank, with low-level
warning lamp. Fuel required: 95 octane minimum, leaded
or unleaded

Ignition system digital electronic, integrated with fuel
injection via combined distributor and coil

Maximum power (DIN-net) 126bhp at 5600rpm
Maximum torque(DIN-net) 132 1b ft at 4400rpm

TRANSMISSION
Clutch 8.8in dry plate, diaphragm spring; hydraulically
operated. Pedal load/travel: 26 1b/5in

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and reverse (4-speed
automatic optionally available). Ratios: first 3.28, second
2.04, third 1.32. fourth 1.03, fifth 0.82 and reverse 3.15:1
Final drive 3.74:1 to front wheels

Mph per 1000rpm 21.9 in top, 17.5 in 4th

Rpm at 70mph 3200 in top gear

CHASSIS

Suspension front: independent, MacPherson
damper/struts, lower wishbones, coil springs and anti-roll
bar. Rear: independent, coil spring/damper struts, twin
transverse links, trailing arms and anti-roll bar.

Dampers: telescopic all round

Steering power assisted rack and pinion with 3 turns
between full locks. Turning circles average 36ft between
kerbs, with 53'/2ft for one turn of the wheel

Wheels 6]] alloy (standard on Executive) with 185/65R14
85H tyres (Dunlop SP Sport D8 on test car)

Brakes 9.9in ventilated discs front, 10.6in plain discs rear
with vacuum servo. Toyota/ Nippon Denso ABS standard
on Executive

© The Automobile Association 1990




TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

ENGINE

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 4 in
line; water-cooled. 86.4mm bore x 67.4mm
stroke = 1581cc. Iron block and alloy head:

5 main bearings

Compression ratio 9.2 : 1

Valve gear belt-driven single overhead
camshaft actuating two valves per cylinder
via bucket tappets (shim adjusters)

Fuel system one Weber twin-throat
carburettor (with manual choke) fed by
mechanical pump from 65-litre (14!/s-galtlon)
tank, with low-level warning lamp.

Fuel required: unleaded or leaded. 95 octane
minimum

Ignition system Digiplex 2 fully-mapped

electronic, with HT distributor only

Maximum power (DIN-net) 86bhp
at 5800rpm

Maximum torque (DIN-net) 96 Ib ft
at 2900rpm

TRANSMISSION
Clutch diaphragm-spring: dry plate; cable-
operated. Pedal load/travel: 25 1b/5!/ain

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and
reverse. Ratios: first 3.91. second 2.68. third
1.54, fourth 1.16. top 0.97 and reverse 3.91:1

Final drive 3.56:1 to front wheels
Mph per 1000rpm 19.0 in top: 15.9 in 4th
Rpm at 70mph 3675 in top gear

CHASSIS

Suspension front: independent. MacPherson
damper/struts with integral coil springs,
lower wishbones and an anti-roll bar.

Rear: dead beam axle with trailing arms.
coil springs and an anti-roll bar.

Dampers: telescopic all round

Steering power-assisted rack and pinion with
3 turns between full Tocks. Turning circles
average 351/2ft between kerbs. with 531/sft
for one turn of the wheel

Wheels 5B steel with 165/70R13T tyres
standard; 5!/2J alloy with 165/65R14T tyres
(Michelin MXV) on test car

Brakes 9!/2in plain discs front. 7in drums
rear, with vacuum servo

-
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